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SUBJECT: BRAZILIAN NAVAL MIN VISITS ARGENTINA 

REF: BUENOS AIRES 0660 

1 . BRAZILIAN NAVAL MIN, ADMIRAL GERALDO AZEVEDO HENNING, DEPARTED 
BUENOS AIRES APRIL 9 AFTER FIVE-DAY VISIT AS THE GUEST OF 
ARGENTINE NAVY CINC ADMIRAL EDUARDO MASSERA. OFFICIALLY, THE 
VISIT WAS DESCRIBED AS PROTOCOLARY WITH THE PURPOSE OF 
STRENGTHENING THE TIES BETWEEN THE TWO NATIONS. OUR NAVATT 

WAS TOLD BY ARGENTINES THAT HENNING'S MAJOR OBJECTIVE WAS TO 
SIGNAL APPROVAL OF BRAZILIAN ARMED FORCES FOR NEW ARGENTINE JUNTA. 
BRAZILIAN EMBASSY HERE, HOWEVER, TELLS US THEY WERE PRESSURED BY 
ARGENTINES FOR HENNINGS TO MAKE TRIP. 

2. AN EDITORIAL IN THE APRIL 8 EDITION OF LA NACION, HOWEVER, 

SUGGESTED THAT THE TWO NAVIES ARE CONCERNED OVER GROWING CUBAN 
AND SOVIET INFLUENCE IN THE SOUTH ATLANTIC FLOWING FROM SUCCESSES 
IN ANGOLA. IMPLYING THAT ARGENTINA AND BRAZIL CANNOT COUNT ON 
THE US OR THE WEST, THE EDITORIAL STATED: "SO FAR THE WEST HAS 

NOT DEVELOPED NAVAL STRENGTH IN THE SOUTH ATLANTIC CAPABLE OF 
COUNTERING THIS THREAT. NATO DOES NOT INCLUDE THE SOUTH 
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COUNTRIES, ALIGNED BY TRADITION AND CULTURE WITH THE 
WEST, HAVE THE APPROPRIATE GEOGRAPHICAL POSITION TO 
PLAY A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN ITS CONTROL AND PROTECTION: 
ARGENTINA, BRAZIL AND SOUTH AFRICA .... THIS IS 
THE CONTEXT WITHIN WHICH ADMIRAL HENNING'S VISIT TAKEN 
PLACE." 

3. A FOLLOW ON TO THE LA NACION PIECE WAS SEEN IN AN 
EDITORIAL IN CLARIN ON APRIL 9 WHICH EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER 
SOVIET/CUBAN PRESENCE IN ANGOLA AND OVER POSSIBILITY THAT 
THEY WOULD INTERVENE AGAINST RHODESIA AND SOUTH AFRICA, 

THUS TURNING SOUTH ATLANTIC INTO SOMETHING OF A COCKPIT 
OF GLOBAL CONFLICT. 

4. COMMENT: EMBASSY BELIEVES IDEAS IN TWO EDITORIALS WERE 
FED TO NEWSPAPERS BY ARGENTINE NAVY. THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT 
ARGENTINE ARMED FORCES HAVE SEEN DISTURBING IMPLICATIONS IN 
SUCCESSFUL SOVIET/CUBAN INTERVENTION IN ANGOLA (SEE REFTEL). 
ARGENTINES MAY INDEED HAVE SEEN BRAZILIAN ADMIRAL'S VISIT AS 
OPPORTUNITY TO COORDINATE VIEWS ON SITUATION IN SOUTH ATLANTIC 
BASIN. WE WOULD DOUBT, HOWEVER, THAT VIEWS ARE AS MUCH IN 
CONCERT AS SUGGESTED BY ARGENTINES. BRAZIL, FOR EXAMPLE, WAS 
ONE OF THE FIRST STATES TO RECOGNIZE MPLA WHILE ARGENTINA 
STILL HAS NOT DONE SO. FURTHER, WE WOULD DOUBT THAT 
BRAZILIANS WOULD BE AS PRONE TO COZY UP TO SOUTH AFRICANS 

AS ARGENTINES SEEM TO BE. 

5. WOULD APPRECIATE ANY VIEWS AMEMBASSY BRASILIA HAS ON 
ABOVE. 
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